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Other sponsors:  
Heritage Malta; The Malta Photographic Society; The University of Malta Junior 
College Administration; The University of Malta Library. 

 
The Conference Site. The Opening Session of the Conference on 
Thursday 7th December will take place at the Italian Culture Institute, 
Republic Street, Valletta (Tel. 21241944, 21221462). The rest of the 
Conference will be held at the University of Malta Junior College, Pjazza 
� u� è Debono, Msida MSD10. Tel. 21224271, 21224272, 21224273.  
 
·  The Conference Hall at the University of Malta Junior College is Rm 

247 on the second floor. Further details on registration and conference 
services will be given in another circular. 

 
 

 
Chairpersons.   The first person in each session is kindly asked to 

chair the session in question and abide strictly with the 
time framework. 

 
 
 
 
All participants are asked to follow the time framework for the smooth running of 
the Conference. We will be doing our best to keep time slot changes to the 
minimum.  

 
 
Organizing committee:  
Mr Saviour Seisun (Chairman), Mr David Calleja, Mr Mario Cutajar, and Dr 
George Mifsud-Chircop (convenor).   
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Thursday 07 December 
 
16.30 sharp            Departure from Park Hotel, Sliema to the Italian Cultural 

Institute, Valletta 
 
17.00-17.50  Registration 
 
18.00-18.15   Welcome  

Dr George Mifsud-Chircop, Conference President 
Dr Anna Maria Di Marco, Director, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Malta 

 
SESSION A 
 
Plenary Session    
 
18.15-18.45  Plenary Session.  

Francesca Maria Corrao, Università Orientale of Napoli  
Giufà and his Never Ending Story  

 
18.45-19.45          Ulrich  Marzolph,  Enzyklopädie  des Märchens, Göttingen, 

Germany 
The Transnational Trickster – Nasreddin Hodja here, there, and 

everywhere 
 
Coffee/Tea  
 
20.45 sharp  Return to Park Hotel, Sliema. 
 
 
Friday 08 December 
 
08.00 sharp Departure from Park Hotel, Sliema 
 
 
08.15-08.55  Registration 
 
 
Session B   
 
09.00-09.30  Licia Masoni, University of Edinburgh  

A Fool in Context – A Man who Taught his Community to 
Laugh about him 

 
09.30-10.00  Hande Birkalan-Gedik, Yeditepe University, Istanbul 

De-emphasizing the Trickster, Transnationalizing the ‘National’ 
Hero in the Global Ethnoscape: ‘One day, when 
Nasreddin was surfing the internet …’ 
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10.00-10.30  Luigina Rubini Messerli, University of Lausanne, Lausanne 
The Wise Fool between History and (Popular) Literature 

(Spain, Germany and Italy, 1500, 1600) 
 

 
10.30-11.00  Coffee/Tea. Canteen. Ground Floor. 
 
 
Session C 
 
 
11.00-11.30      Sigrid Schmidt, Hildesheim, Germany 

Three African Tricksters, Fools or Wise Fools? 
 
 
11.30-12.00          Thomas Geider, Institut für Afrikanische Sprachwissen- 

schaften, University of Frankfurt am Main, Germany 
Abu Nuwas Extending to the East African Coastlands and 

Savannahs, Schoolbooks and Popular Media 
 
12.00-12.30     Ruth-E. Mohrmann, Institute of European Ethnology,       

University of Münster, Germany 
The Rat Meal – Story-telling of a Trickster between Reality and 

Fiction 
 
 

12.45 sharp Departure from University College for Guided Cultural 
Tour to Malta’s Prehistoric Temples 
 
 

13.15 Dinner at � a� ar Qim Restaurant  
 
 
15.00                        Mnajdra and � a� ar Qim Temples 
 
 
16.45 sharp Return to Park Hotel, Sliema. 
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Saturday 09 December 
 
 
08.15 sharp Departures from Park Hotel (Sliema) 
 
08.30-08.55  Registration 
 
 
Session D 
 
09.00-09.30 Robin Gyndaf, St Fagans, National History Museum, 

Cardiff, Wales 
Humour and Heroism. Fools and Tricksters in Welsh Tradition 

 
09.30-10.00             Bronislava Kerbelyt� , Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, 

Lithuania 
Why the Third Brother is Fool in the Tales of Magic? 

 
10.00-10.30             Violetta  Krawczyk-Wasilewska, University of  Lodz, Poland 

and Martin Dobbie, University of Wales 
A Comparative Cross Cultural Study of the Wise Fool in the 

Genre of Jokes 
 
 
10.30-11.00  Coffee/Tea. Canteen. Ground Floor. 
 
 
Session E  Plenary Session 
 
11.00-12.00             Agnès  Chavanon,  Artistic  director,  ‘Paroles  en  Festival’, 

Rhône-Alpes, France 
The Function of Folktales in Contemporary Society. Tales of 

wisdom and stupidity in the professional narration of the 
‘femme de la parole’ 

 
12.00-12.30             Mike Wilson, University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, Wales 

The Wise Fools of Contemporary Professional Storytelling 
 
12.30-13.00 Silke  Meyer,  Institute  of European Ethnology, University 

of Münster, Germany 
Hero, Fool or Rogue? Arno Funke alias Dagobert in media 
discourse 

 
 
13.15- 14.30   Cold buffet. Canteen. Ground Floor 
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Session F 
 
14.30-15.00   Stelios Pelasgos (Katsaounis), Mount Pelion, Greece 

The Wise Fool in the Greek Tradition 
 

15.00-15.30            Marilena Papachristophorou, Academy of Athens, Hellenic 
Folklore Research Centre, Greece 

The Chick-Pea Master as a Human Parallel for Trickster Fox in 
Greek Popular Tradition. Considerations on oikotype 
AT 514D* 

 
15.30   Coffee/Tea. Canteen. Ground Floor. 
    
16.15 sharp Return to Park Hotel, Sliema 
 
 
17.30 sharp  Departure from Park Hotel Area, Sliema 

·  Guided tour to Xarolla Windmill 
·  Conference banquet  
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Sunday 10 December  
 
08.30 sharp Departures from Park Hotel, Sliema 
 
08.30-08.45  Registration 
 
 
Session G 
 
09.00-09.30  George Mifsud-Chircop, University of Malta 

A Wise Fool’s Anecdotal Cycle in Malta. A Reappraisal 
 

 
09.30-10.00  Yoel Shalom Perez, Ben Gurion University, Israel 

Culture-hero Tricksters among Bedouin Tribes in the North of 
Israel 

 
10.00-10.30  Zuzana Profantová, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava 

The Wise Fool in Slovak Oral and Literary Tradition 
 
 
10.30-11.00  Coffee/Tea. Canteen. Ground Floor. 
 
 
 

Session H 
 
11.30-12.00          Bone Velickovski, Institute of Folklore 'Marko Cepenkov', 

Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
Bertoldo and Nasraddin-Hodja in the Macedonian Stories about the 

Wise Fool. An investigation about the impact of these two 
anecdotic figures on Marko Cepenkov. 

 
 
12.00-12.30  � u� eppi Schembri-Bonaci, Malta 

?? 
 

12.30-13.00   Guzel Stolyarova, Kazan State University, Republic of 
Tatarstan, Russia 

Image of the Trickster in Russian and Tatar Folklore 
 
 
13.00- 14.30   Cold buffet. Canteen. Ground Floor 
 
 
Session I 
 
14.30-15.00                 Hasso Krull, Tallinn University, Tallinn, Estonia 

Unfinished Monuments. The Cosmic Trickster in Estonian 
Mythology 
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15.00-15.30   Anil Kumar Boro, Gauhati University, India 

The Trickster in Assamese Folktale 
 

15.30-16.00  Sabine Wienker-Piepho, University of München, München 
‘Eulenspiegel’: German Variant of a Wise Fool? 

 
 
Session J 
 
16.00-17.30                Closing Plenary Session. General Comments. Conclusions 
 
17.45 Reception in University College Foyer, hosted by Mr    

Godfrey Muscat, Principal University College. 
 
19.15 sharp             Return to Park Hotel, Sliema 
 
 
 
 
 


